The negative interference by bilirubin in the measurement of creatinine by the Jaffe procedure is well documented. We describe a procedure for the elimination of interfering bilirubin by oxidation to biliverdin through the addition of potassium femcyanide before the alkaline picrate reagent. We detected no negative interference with the addition of as much as 600 zmol/L bilirubin. The procedure shows good agreement with a recently described blank rate method for analyzing icteric samples (Clin Chem 1991 ;37:1460-1).
and unconjugated biirubin, is independent of creatinine concentration, and is directly related to bilirubin concentration (5).
Many approaches have been adopted to minimize this interference. A commercial reagent has been shown to be effective for the measurement of icteric samples (5), but it requires initial blank monitoring at 10 a, which limits its application. The reagent also contains sodium dodecyl sulfate, which tends to precipitate when reagents are stored at lower temperatures. High alkaline picrate concentrations have also been shown to be effective, but the reaction time is quite short and requires continuous measurement (5). Potassium ferricyanide also has been incorporated into the Jaff#{233} procedure (6), but is unstable in the working reagent (7) and needs to be added to the reagent at the time of analysis. More recently, blank rate procedures involving subtraction of the rate of decline in absorbance of the ictenc sample in the alkaline reagent from the increasing absorbance in the mixed picrate reagent have been used with Hitachi analyzers (8,9).
In this study we demonstrate the effectiveness of direct addition of potassium ferricyanide to patients' plasma samples to effect rapid oxidation of bilirubin to biliverdin, thereby removing interference in the Jaffe procedure. 
MaterIals and Methods Materials

Resufts
To evaluate the effect of ferricyanide addition on bilirubin, a nomcteric plasma pool was supplemented with 400 mol/L bilirubin and added to different concentrations of ferricyanide. The effect of added bilirubin was subsequently investigated by the three procedures and is illustrated in Figure  2 .
There is a marked reduction in the apparent creatinine concentration with increasing bilirubin by the more widely used rate method. Both the rate method shows a reduction in the apparent creatinine concentrations similar to that seen in Figure 2 . 1mol/L (6). This was increased by Knapp and Mayne (7) to 50 mol/L with no adverse effects on the assay. We used a final concentration of 91 pmol/L and observed no interference or effect on analytical sensitivity.
Discussion
The procedure can be applied to a wide range of analyzers, and could be particularly useflil when longer reaction times and lower picrate concentrations are used and when the interference by bilirubin is more substantial (5).
In conclusion, we demonstrated that the simple addition of potassium ferricyanide to plasma samples as part of the analytical procedure is very effective in elirninating the negative interference of bilirubin in the Jaffe reaction for plasma creatinine estimation.
